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Solutions, continued on page 2
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Solutions, continued from page 1

Solutions, continued on page 6
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Texas, continued on page 10
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Solutions, continued from page 2
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Speaker, continued from page 3
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Texas, continued on page 16



Texas Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association 
presents 

From the Ground Up 

for information visit  www.tofga.org    email info@tofga.org    call  1-877-766-0006 

 
 

Many topics featuring 
lots of Texas talent.. 

Dr. Joe Bradford 

Frank & Pamela Arnosky 

Veldhuizen Farmstead Cheese 

Dr. Tom Harris, MG 

Dr. Novak, TAMU 

Jay Mertz and 

many others… 

Dairy Cheese Production 

Square Foot Gardening  

Urban Gardening 
Crop & Plant Pollinators 

Marketing & More 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

      

     

 

     Hotel Information: 

     

  
    Saturday Night Special 

    Fund Raising Dinner 

    With Joel Salatin 

     $50.00 per person 

     Hotel Information:   

     Shilo Inn Suites Hotel 

     3701 S WS Young Drive 

     Killeen TX 76542 

     254-699-0999 

    For updated information 
    check out TOFGA website 

    at:  www.tofga.org 

2009 TCOOPS 
CONFERENCE & TRADE SHOW 

___________________________________________ 
 

FRIDAY-SUNDAY  FEB 6-8 2009 

___________________________________________ 
 

KILLEEN CIVIC & CONFERENCE CENTER 
KILLEEN, TEXAS 

Featured Guest Speaker 

Joel Salatin-Polyface Farm 

Joel Salatin, 50, is a fulltime farmer in Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley.  A third generation 
alternative farmer, he returned to the farm fulltime in 1982 and continued refining and adding to his 
parents’ ideas.  The farm services more than 1500 families, 10 retail outlets, and 30 restaurants 
through on-farm sales and metropolitan buying clubs with salad bar, beef, pastured poultry, 
eggmobile eggs, pigaerator pork, forage-based rabbits, pastured turkey and forestry products using 
relationship marketing.  Joel has written several books that will be available at the conference. 

Conference Fees 

Single-Member……..$175.00                 Vendor Booth-Member……….$350.00 
Couple-Member…….$300.00                 Vendor Booth-Non-Member…$400.00 
Non-Member………..$200.00/each         Joel Salatin Dinner…………...$ 50.00/ea 



       Texas Conference on Organic Production Systems 
“From the Ground Up!” 

TCOOPS 2009 
February 6-8, 2009 

Attendance Registration Form 
[One Form Per Attendee/Couple Please] 

 
Personal Information: [Note: Shiloh Inn TOFGA Room Special $99/night must be booked by Jan. 6 – (254) 699-0999] 

Trade Show Vendor Packets Available. Contact TOFGA Office. 

DATE:   _____________________          
NAME (s) _____________________________________, _________________________________________ 

FARM/COMPANY: __________________________________________EMAIL:_______________________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________PHONE: ____________________ 

Mailed or faxed registrations must be received by the TOFGA office by Friday January 23, 2009. 
  

Conference Registration – Couples 
Includes Saturday, Sunday, Friday Farm Tour, Trade Show-No Meals 

Conference Registration- Single 
Includes Saturday, Sunday, Friday Farm Tour, Trade Show–No Meals 

One Day Conference & Trade Show – No Meals. 

    Choose Day            Saturday              Sunday 

Friday Gardening Workshop – Feb 6 – 1-5 pm  
Jay Mertz -Soil Building  
Tom Harris -Square Foot Gardening 
Mark Painter – School/Community Gardener 
Workshop includes snacks & hand-outs 

Organic Banquet with Joel Salatin   
Saturday Evening at Shiloh Inn   
Limited Seating 

     $300 -  Member ($325 at door) 

      $400 – Non-Member ($425 at door) 

      $175 – Member ($200 at door) 

      $200 – Non-Member ($225 at door) 

$50. Per Person 
       One Person    $__________ 

       Two Persons  $__________ 
               

       $100 – Member ($125 at door) 

       $125 –Non-Member ($150 at door) 

       

       $60. – Member 

       $75. – Non-Member 

Payment Method 

        Check (Payable to “TOFGA”)   Amount Paid:     $_____________  

        Credit Card Information: (Do not email this info): 

      Type of Card: Visa __ M/C __ DISC __ AMEX __ 

Cardholder Name:  ___________________________ 

Card Number: _______________________________ 

Billing Address: ______________________________ 

Expiration Date (mm/yy): ______   ______  

3-Digit Code on Back of Card ____  Amex has 4 Digits on Front ______ 

  Total Amount on Card:      $ ________________ 

 
Total Amount Due: $ __________ 

Paying by Check?   

Please mail to: 
TOFGA 

PO Box 359  
Purdon, TX 76679 

Paying by Credit Card? 

Call Toll Free 1-877-766-0006 
Mail Registration to above address  

or fax to (903)-673-1435 

Need Information?  Please Call Toll Free 1-877-766-0006 or info@tofga.org 

New/Renewing TOFGA Membership?    
Member Discounts immediately available.   
Please complete Application and send with Registration. Thank you! 

         
        Membership Fee  $ ________ 



Friday Afternoon Gardening Workshop       1:00 - 5:00 pm  

1:00 - 2:00 pm Jay Mertz: 
Soil Building 

2:00 - 4:00 pm Dr. Tom Harris: 
Square Foot Gardening 

4:00 - 5:00 pm Mark Painter 
Building Community Gardens 

 

Farm Tours - Four free farm tours will be scheduled late morning and early afternoon: Homestead 

Heritage Farm and World Hunger Relief near Waco for people traveling from the north; Green Gate Farms 

in Austin and one other to be announced from those traveling from the North. See more details on the 

TOFGA website. 

 

Friday Evening Roundtable Discussions – Informal Networking Opportunities 
7:00 - 8:00 pm: -- Organic Grain Production 
    -- Affordable, Reliable Water 
8:00 - 9:00 pm: -- Grass-fed Beef  

-- Local Food Policy Councils 
-- To Be Announced 

Saturday, February 7 

 
Track 1 Track 2 

7:45 - 8:00 Welcome Welcome 
8:00 - 9:00 Joe Bradford: 

Soil Building 
Jay Mertz: 
The New Frontier 

9:00 - 10:00 August Dunning: 
Minerals for the Soil 

Dr. Tom Harris: 
Square Foot Gardening 

10:00 - 10:15 Break Break 
10:15 - 11:15 Joel Satalin: 

Relationship Marketing 
Pam Hornby: 
Greenhouse Production 

11:15 - 12:15 Veldhuizen Family Farms: 
Cheese Production 

Pam Arnosky: 
Cut Flower Production 

12:15 - 1:30 Lunch Lunch 
1:30 - 2:30 Bob Bard, Peggy Sechrist: 

Lowline Cattle 
Dr. Tom Harris: 
Greenhouse Construction 

2:30 - 3:30 Greg Willis: 
The Laws of Nature 

Dotty Woodson: 
Rain Water Harvesting 

3:30 - 3:45 Break Break 
3:45 - 4:45 Joel Satalin: 

Local Food to the Rescue 
Brandon and Susan Pollard: 
Texas Honeybee Guild 

4:45 - 5:45 Chef David Gilbert: 
Chef/Farmer Relationships 

Dr. Mary Traverse: 
Vegetables - The Key to an  
Anti-Flammatory Diet 

 
6:30  Banquet -- Keynote Speaker, Joel Satalin: “Everything I Want To Do Is Illegal” 

 
 
Sunday February 8  Track 1 Track 2 

8:00 - 9:00 Annual Member Meeting: 
All TOFGA members invited 

 

9:00 - 10:00 Tracy Lerman: 
Organic Farming Research 
Foundation/Farm Bill Update 

Joe Bradford: 
Pecan Production, Soil 
Building 

10:00 - 10:15                              Break Break 

10:15 - 11:15 Robin Lasher: 
What’s Your (Business) Plan 

August Dunning: 
Minerals for the Soil 

11:15 - 12:15 Texas Department of Ag: 
Going to the Next Level 

Malcolm Beck: 
The Carbon Connection  

12:15 - 1:30 Lunch Lunch 

1:30 - 2:30 Sara Weber: 
Slow Food Movement 

Greg Willis: 
The Laws of Nature 

2:30 - 3:30 Bruce Deuley: 
Climate Change  

Malcolm Beck: 
Gardening 



Annual Texas Conference On Organic Production Systems 
Feb 6-8, 2009 • Killeen Civic & Conference Center • Killeen TX 

TOFGA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 

www.tofga.org    info@tofga.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22009 TCOOPS Sponsor/Exhibitor Program 

CCONTACT: 
Jay Mertz (903)872-4289  cell (903)654-1291 

Mark Chapin (940)464-7132 

What does this conference offer to our sponsors/exhibitors? 
The largest sustainable AG conference in  Texas 

A targeted audience including the next generation of producers 

Sustainable/Organic seminars & workshops 

National  and local  renowned speakers 

Unmatched networking 

 

Exhibitors: 

Includes booth with pipe and drape, table and two chairs.  Admittance to conference for two persons. 

TOFGA members get  page ad in  the conference program/brochure. >>JOIN TODAY>> 

Non-members get a 1/8 page ad (business card sized). 

$350.00 Members 

$400.00 Non-Members 

Additional Options: 
$ 50.00 Saturday Banquet Dinner with Joel Salatin 

$175.00 additional person 

Sponsors: 

Silver   $2500

 • One-quarter-page ad in the conference program/brochure. 

 • Exhibitor booth and conference admittance for 4 persons. 

 • 2 Passes-Saturday banquet dinner with Joel Salatin 

 • Sponsor listing  

Bronze   $1000 

 • One-quarter-page ad in the conference program/brochure. 

 • Exhibitor booth and conference admittance for 3 persons. 

 • 1 Pass-Saturday banquet dinner with Joel Salatin 

 • Sponsor listing 

 •  Gold & Platinum Sponsorships Available – For information contact the TOFGA Office 1-877 766-0006 

   

 

Texas Organic Farmers & Gardeners Association  

organic • sustainable • local    

www.tofga.org 

  From the 
     Ground Up 
                  

February 6-8, 2009     Killeen, Texas 

 

 



Texas Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association 

Exhibitor Application/Contract 

 
Texas Conference on Organic Production Systems- 2009 

 
We herewith make an application for an exhibit space at the Texas Conference on Organic Production Systems.  In applying for exhibit 
space, we understand booth assignments will be made by the exhibit coordinator on a space available basis and in the order in which 
applications and full payment are received, and in the best interest of the overall event.  We further agree to abide by any rules, guidelines, 
policies and instructions set forth in the materials accompanying this form. 
 

The following company/agency name should be printed exactly as you wish it to appear in publications. 

COMPANY/AGENCY NAME______________________________________________________________________________________ 

CONTACT NAME________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REGISTERED ATTENDEE NAMES (1)___________________________________  (2)________________________________________ 

ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY______________________________________________STATE_______________________ZIP_____________________________ 

TELEPHONE: (       )________________________________ FAX: (        )___________________________________________________ 

EMAIL: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please briefly describe your exhibit and its connection to Organic/Sustainable Growing/Living: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

EXHIBITOR FEES: 

 • Conference admittance for 2 persons. 
 • Each additional person must pay  $175.00 conference fee. 
 • Includes one table and two chairs per exhibit space, pipe and drape included. 
 
Setup:  February 6th 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
Tear down:  February 8th after 4:00 pm 
 
_____ Exhibitor-Member   @$350.00/ea = $                           _____Silver Sponsor        @$2500. = $____________     

_____ Exhibitor-Non-Member  @$400.00/ea = $                         _____Bronze Sponsor @$1000. = $____________  

_____ Extra Person @$175.00/ea = $____________  

_____Saturday Dinner with Joel Salatin @$  50.00/ea = $____________ 

                              TOTAL DUE $____________             __ 

    
Full payment is required with application.  You may pay by credit card or check.  Makes checks payable to TOFGA.  Upon receipt, 

prospective exhibitor’s check will be deposited.  Through January 1, 2009 exhibitors canceling their booth will receive a refund, less a $20 
processing fee.  After January 1, 2009 there will be no refunds.  The conference will be held regardless of weather.  No refunds will be 
given due to inclement weather or other “acts of God”.  
 
LIMIT OF LIBILITY 

The Texas Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association (TOFGA), the TCOOPS Planning Committee and the Killeen Civic & Conference 
Center shall not be responsible for any loss, theft or damage to the property of the exhibitor, his or her employees or representatives.  
Further, the aforementioned parties will not be liable for damage or injury to persons or property during the term of this agreement from 
any cause whatsoever by reason of use or occupancy of the exhibit space by the exhibitor or his assigns, and the exhibitor shall indemnify 

and hold harmless these aforementioned parties from all liability which might ensue from any cause whatsoever.  If the exhibitor’s material 
fails to arrive, the exhibitor is nevertheless responsible for all amounts due hereunder.  Exhibitors are urged to insure their property against 
fire and theft.  
 
Submitted by: __________________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________ 
 
For exhibit or business membership questions, contact Mark Chapin at (940)464-7132 or Jay Mertz at (903)872-4289 or email 
mark.chapin@verizon.net or jmertz42@mac.com. 

 
Be sure to copy this agreement for your records, and then mail the original with payment to:   
TOFGA, 288 SW County Road 20, Corsicana, TX 75110.  If paying by credit card call  (903)872-4289 or (877)766-0006 
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Texas, continued from page 10
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Protect Our
Farms and

Food Supply

Farm and Ranch Freedom Alliance

8308 Sassman Rd.

Austin, Texas 78747

(512) 243-9404 Local Austin

(866) 687-6452 Toll Free

For  more Info contact:

www.farmandranchfreedom.org

  The National Animal Identifi cation System poses a serious 

threat to sustainable agriculture.  Proposed by corporate agri-

business, this government program will require every person 

who owns even one horse, chicken, cow, goat, sheep, pig, 

or other livestock animal to register their property, identify 

each animal, and report almost every move to a government-

accessible database.  Imagine the costs and loss of freedom!

  Concerned citizens have formed the Farm and Ranch Freedom 

Alliance to fi ght this proposed program and to be an advocate 

for independent farmers, ranchers, and homesteaders.  Please 

support our efforts!

edible Austin
Celebrating local, fresh foods in Austin and 

Central Texas, season by season

Knowing where

your food comes 

from is a 

powerful thing.

Don’t miss a single delicious issue!  
Subscribe online or call 512-441-3971.

www.edibleaustin.com
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Message, continued from page 19

 

You’re serious about Organics. You need an Einbock  
 Eliminate weeds from early to late in cycle. 
 Can be used in a wide range of crops  
 Available from 5’ to 80’ - it’s right for any size operation. 
  Get in control of Weeds! 
 Removes dead grass & weeds in pasture 
 Improves soil vitality-improves yields 
 Einbock  fit’s into your overall cultivation plan. 

  Isn’t it time you learned how an Einbock can help you? 
        www.tinedweeder.com SEE IT WORK 
         To receive a Brochure & CD contact : 
  Jim Tillman     912-764-4347  
  Jimmy Wedel  806-946-7011- Texas 
 Taking orders now- until early 2009 for the 2009 season 
            Because it’s the best- demand is high! 
        

WEEDS   = Serious Issue 
EINBOCJ = Serious Solution

 
Superior Mechanical Weed 
 Control & Pasture Care 
Einbock Tined Weeder

Exciting New Organic Farm Community 
In the Piney Woods of East Texas 
 
Rich in history and home to natural beauty and wildlife, 
this organic farm community is located in the Piney 
Woods of East Texas, just an hour and a half from 
Dallas. Once a thriving cotton farm, this beautiful, native 
habitat has been in our family for over 100 years. � 

 

Designed as a private ranch and organic farm 
community, a limited number of home sites will be 
available to a select group of people who will have the 
opportunity to reside here and share this growing 
experience with other farming families.  Each farm estate 
will average approx 10 acres.  As a land owner, you will 
be a valuable member of The Farm Owner’s Association 
which will lease the fields set aside for organic farming. 
In addition, you will have the enjoyment and use of 
walking and riding trails that will be developed as part 
of this ranch and farming community.  � 
 
For more information about this exciting organic farm 
community, please contact Karen at (510) 846-0236.  
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Weeder, continued on page 22
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